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4th Sunday of Easter
April 21, 2024

Welcome to Saint Francis!   Thank you for joining us. 
We’re grateful for your presence and hope you’ll join us for coffee hour following Eucharist. Visitors are encouraged to fill out an information card.  Paper copies are on the orange slips in the pew rack and [image: image.png]can be dropped in the offering plate or you may fill one out electronically by following the QR code. Communion is open to all baptized Christians. You may take communion in one or both kinds, or you may request a blessing from a priest. Gluten free wafers are available. As you follow along in the bulletin, the people’s responses are in bold.  For parish announcements, please visit saintf.org/parish-news. 
Today’s Ministry Teams
8am												10am
Musician			Nancy Meier					Barb Becker
Media Team										Charlie Kennedy
Ushers				Judith Widmaier				Alena Kennedy
													Kristi Weiss
Acolytes			Cory Foster					Josie Weiss
													Emma Schaaf
Lector/Intercessor		Bill Mann				Jan Johnson			
Euch. Minister		Cory Foster			Santana Tamarak
Altar Guild	 Nancy Kepler, Diane Eskam, Monica & Kathy Shambaugh
Coffee Hosts		Connie Schingle, Barb Manasek
Flowers by:	
Shirley Brewer	In memory of husband, Stan
Upcoming Events at St. Francis:
Lectionary Study and Compline, Tuesday 2pm, Library
Men’s Bible Study, Thursday 8am, Library
Evening Prayer on Zoom, this Wednesday, 6pm
Meeting ID 843 5330 8855, passcode Peace14
Two Service Pilot Sundays, 8am and 10am, April 6 through Aug. 25


ENTRANCE HYMN 		Christ is made the sure foundation	 	(H 518)
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	Celebrant
	Alleluia. Christ is risen.

	People
	The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.



COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
	Celebrant
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Let us pray.


O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lessons

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12
The people sit.
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
5The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 
11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
  it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
	Reader
	The Word of the Lord.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


Silence may follow.
PSALM: Psalm 23
Remain seated.
Read in unison:
[bookmark: _Hlk164323433]1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters.
3He revives my soul 
 and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
 I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me;
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who troubled me; 
 you have anointed my head with oil,
 and my cup is running over.
6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24
The people sit.
A Reading from the First letter of John.
16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
	Reader
	The Word of the Lord.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


Silence may follow.
SEQUENCE HYMN 		At the Lamb's high feast we sing 	  (H 174)
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GOSPEL: John 10:11-18
All stand.
	Priest
	The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.

	People
	Glory to you, Lord Christ.


Jesus said, 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 
14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
	Priest
	The Gospel of our Savior.

	People
	Praise to you, Lord Christ.


THE SERMON							 				THE REV. ERIN RATH
THE CREED (BCP 358)
All stand.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (FORM VI, BCP 392)
The Leader and People pray responsively.
The people may stand or kneel.
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
Pause
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
Pause
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
Pause
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
Pause 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Scott, our own Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and for those chosen to stand election as the 28th Presiding Bishop: Scott, Daniel, Sean, DeDe and Robert. We pray for the candidates, their families, and their dioceses.
For all who serve God in His Church.
Pause
We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray for those in need of healing, especially Sam, Paul, Tom, Richard, Betty, JoAnn, Krista, Tony, Karen, Larry, Gary, Carolyn (pause) and for all those we name in the silence of our hearts. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, especially Jan, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
THE PEACE
	Celebrant
	The peace of the Lord be always with you.

	People
	And also with you.



BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, & ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR BIRTHDAYS: 
Watch over these thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
FOR ANNIVERSARIES: 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE


OFFERTORY HYMN 			Jerusalem, my happy home		 (H 620)
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DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all ye creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
Eucharistic Prayer D (BCP 372)
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”+
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”+
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God.
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the patriarchs, matriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen+++
THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
INVITATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
DISTRIBUTION
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen.
COMMUNION ACCOMPANIMENT: MUSICIAN'S SELECTION 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP 366)
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
AN EASTER BLESSING 
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN 	    Crown him with many crowns	    (H 494)
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THE DISMISSAL
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. or
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. or 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. or
Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

From riteplanning.com.   Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc.   All rights reserved.
Birthdays
Lorrie Joplin		April 23
Erik Peterson		April 24
Church Staff – phone (308)632-4626
Priests   Erin Rath, Karen Anderson, & Robert Manasek 
Admin. Assistant     	Ann Salomon
St. Francis Vestry
Monica Shambaugh, Sr. Warden		Cory Foster				
Karen Larson								Diane Morrison
Beth McKibbin							Sarah Schaaf 
Jane Sayre								Mary Bowman
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5 grant  that I may see thine end - less joy, and
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1 have an end? Thy joys when shall I see?
2 still re - joice in that most hap - py place.
3 one be blest who might this mu - sic hear.
4 har - mo -ny doth ring in ev - ery street.
5 of the same par ta ker ev - er be!
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5 Crown him the Lord of heaven, en-throned a - bove;
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the TLamb up - on his throne; Hark!
2 Crown him the Son of God be - fore the worlds be - gan, and
3 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’er the grave, and
4 Crown him of lords the Lord, who o - ver all doth reign, who
5 Crown him the Lord of heaven, en - throned in worlds a - bove; Crown
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crown him to  whom is given the won-drous name of Love
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1 how the heaven - ly an-them drowns all mu - sic but its own; a -
2 vye, who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of man; who
3 rose vic - to - rious in the strife for those he came to  save; his
4 once on earth, the in - car-nate Word, for ran-somed sin - ners slain, now
5 him the King, to whom is given the won-drous name of Love. Crown
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1 wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, and
2 ev - ery grief hath known that wrings the hu-man breast, and
3 glo-ries now we sing who  died, and rose on high, who
4 lives in realms of light, where saints with an-gels sing their
5 him with man -y crowns, as  thrones be-fore him  fall, crown
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fall, crown him, ye kings, for he is King of all.
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1 hail him as thy match-less King through all e - ter - ni - ty
2 takes and bears them for his own, that all in him may rest.
3 died, e - ter - nal life to bring, and lives that death may  die.
4 songs be - fore him day and night, their God, Re-deem-er, King.
5 him, ye kings, with man -y crowns, for he is King of all.
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